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in 1997, the internet opened the way for major growth in cultural sites devoted to
music, literature and the arts. but as china is now the only country in the world to

ban all pornography, the picture on the other side of the internet is much less
desirable. china is the only country in the world that tries to censor the internet, and

censors most of the information that is available in both china and western
countries. we should be wary of presenting stories of growing conservatism as a

broader trend of repressed urges and bad news of increasing repression.. the
danger is that the reactionary logic of such new movements will inspire new kinds

of movements and movements, who will pose even greater threats than their
predecessors. the problem of rising repressive politics is that they are not just a
passing phenomenon, they are rooted in the social and economic structure of a

country. the suspicion of 'bad news' is common in all the eastern european
countries where social movements have attacked capitalism and democracy. yet

the contexts for the emergence and development of many of these new movements
are uniquely favourable. in a capitalist system, the ideological space for the new

movements of the 1980s and 1990s is that of protest, of opposition. in the capitalist
world, the ideology of revolution, the belief that the alternative is a dictatorship, is

largely in the past. governments of all political stripes in europe have sought to
harness the economic potential of the new information technologies to their own

political ends. but the result has not been a libertarian society but the mass
production of information. in their attempts to cut the grass, as well as mowing it

down, state censors and corporations have created a world in which democracy and
liberalism are not so much eroded as they are transformed
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heres a claim that may come as a surprise to many readers: the cold war has not ended. while the
soviet union has dissolved into russia and the several independent baltic republics, the united states
is far from facing a russian equivalent of the red army, and the pentagon has not yet been forced to

reorient its defense strategy in the face of an aggressive russia. the threat of nuclear war has not
ended, but neither has it intensified. the era of mutually assured destruction has never been more

pervasive. and this situation has been compounded by two forces: the first, the collapse of the soviet
union allowed the united states and russia to dissolve its nuclear arsenals, which had meant so much
to both sides. the second, the birth of the internet has facilitated much of the breakdown in the old

mechanisms of information access, and therefore of trust, that once held the cold war in check.
people learned how to independently use technologies to verify their information, and to create,
distribute, and cross-reference information. in place of the self-censoring of the past, there is a

profusion of information sources. the result is a much greater tolerance for criticism of the
government than ever before. the old idea of a lone reporter with a microphone in front of a podium
in a nondescript government building is no longer persuasive. likewise, the internet was intended to

facilitate the free exchange of ideas by enabling anyone, anywhere in the world, to publish and
distribute information to anyone else in the world, regardless of location or financial means. anyone

with a computer and a modem can publish and distribute. in fact, in a real sense, anyone can
become a publisher. the internet is an emergent medium where any person can publish. as such, it
has become a new frontier for those who seek not only to express but to persuade. and, in a slightly
different sense, its more interactive than print media, which serves as a sense of comfort for those

who want to avoid others (or ask them to listen more carefully). 5ec8ef588b
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